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Bless you!
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the
orangutan
project

The Orangutan Project (TOP) is the world's foremost not-for-profit organisation, supporting
orangutan conservation and rainforest protection in order to save the two orangutan species
from extinction. Tabatinga is proud to partner with TOP in their challenge. Each month we will
introduce a new orangutan orphan who lives in their Care Centre in remote Borneo.

Lakest aews irom Happi

Happi is in good health and loves his food and milk. He is the smallest in his group, so
he has a tactic of taking his food ration and climbing straight into the hammock and
gobbling it, so none gets taken by the others. He is quick and agile. Happi is very
skilled at eating banana stem and rattan, which is very spikey on the outside but has
edible pith inside. He also enjoys whole coconuts, but he has not mastered the art of
breaking into these yet.

Happi loves playing with water. Lately, when the keepers have come to clean the
enclosures, Happi comes down from his hammock and reaches out to play with the
water spray. He also opens his mouth to catch the water in his mouth, swishing it
around and spitting it out! Happi likes to have fun!

You can help too by adopting your own infant orangutan. Ask mum or dad to help and check

out www.orangutan.org.au. You can make a difference!
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Tabatinga Fun & Social Centres Dine & Play Centres

Dapto
Dapto Leagues Club, Bong Bong Rd
Dapto, NSW, 2530
Ph: 0242611333
tabatinga@daptoleagues.com.au
Tweed Heads
Seagulls Club, Gollan Drive
Tweed Heads West, NSW, 2485
Ph: 07 55879035
tweed@tabatinga.com.au
Ingleburn
Ingleburn RSL Club, 70 Chester Road
8 Ingleburn, NSW, 2565
Ph: 0297657700
tabatinga@inglebumrsl.com.au

Goulburn
Goulburn Soldiers Club, 15 Market 5t
Goulburn, N5W, 2580
Ph: 0248213300
info@goulburnsoldiers.com.au

D niliquin
Deniliquin RSL Club, 72 End 5t
D niliquin, NS, 2710
Ph: 0358811455
denirsl@denirsl.com

Kemp=y
Kemp=y Macdeay RS Club, 1 YorkLn
Kemp=y, NSW, 2440
Ph: 0265601111
admin&kmrsl.com.au
Toowoomba
City Golf Club, 254 South 5t
Toowoomba, Qld, 4350
Ph: 07 4636 9000
tabatinga@citygolf.com.au
Mittagong
Mittagong RSL Club, 148- 150 Old Hume H'way
Mittagong, M5W, 2575
Ph: 02 4872 6700
tabatinga@mittagongrsl.com.au
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Ranger Tabatha felt sleepy as she lay in a hospital bed.
The other rangers gathered around.

“How are you feeling?” Blink asked.

“Tired.” Tabatha yawned. “And a bit sore.” She
grimaced as she tried to sit up. “But | do feel better
than before—now that | have had my appendix taken
out!”

Bronte fluttered her wings. “I think you are very brave, Tabatha. | would be
scared to have an operation.”

Tabatha nodded. “l was scared. But the doctors and nurses were very kind. They
helped me to be brave.”

“We brought you some flowers.” Snapper placed a big bunch of pink roses
beside Tabatha’s bed.

“And we brought you something special,” Toco said. He placed a squishy teddy-
bear in Tabatha’s arms. The bear had shiny eyes and a bright red bow.

Tabatha squeezed the bear tight. “He’s a wonderful gift. He will be a great
comfort to me while | am in the hospital.” Tabatha gave the teddy bear another hug,
and while she did, another hospital bed suddenly rolled through the door! Two
nurses, one on either end of the bed, pushed it to the other side of the room. One of
the nurses pulled a curtain around for privacy.

“l wonder who is in that bed?” Blink whispered.

“l wonder why they are in the hospital?” Snapper said.

The rangers didn’t have to wait long to find out. The nurses finished their tasks,
and as they left, one of them pulled the curtain back.

An orange kitten rested in the other bed. Plaster covered one of her back paws.

“She must’ve broken her leg!” Toco said.

The kitten’s eyes welled with tears, and she began to sob.

“It’s a big thing to have an operation,” Tabatha said to the other rangers. “And
she is so little to be in the hospital! We need to comfort the kitten.”

Toco glanced at a piece of paper above the kitten’s
bed. “Her name is Ginger.”

Ginger cried and cried and did not stop!

“What can we do to comfort her?” Bronte said.

Snapper had a thoughtful look on his face. “I will
sing her a lullaby! That might help her.”

So, he opened his mouth and started to sing!

There was only one problem. Snapper didn’t have a
tuneful voice.
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Ginger looked up to see where the dreadful noise
was coming from, and all she could see was the open
mouth of a crocodile. Snapper had a lot of teeth!

Ginger’s cries grew to a wail.

“That’s not working,” Toco said. “We need to
think of something else.”

“Ginger can share some of my flowers.” Tabatha
pointed at her bunch of pink roses.

Blink pulled a few roses out and put them in
another vase beside Ginger’s bed.

The roses smelled very sweet, and the kitten’s nose began to twitch.

A-choo! A-choo! A-choo!

Ginger couldn’t stop sneezing!

“Oh, dear!” Bronte said. “She’s allergic to the flowers!”

“That’s not working either,” Toco said. “We need to think of something else.”

Tabatha hugged her new Teddy close to her chest. He was soft and squishy
and comforting. “I know what will help Ginger. She needs a teddy bear to hug.”
Tabatha passed her teddy to Blink, who placed it gently beside Ginger.

The kitten stretched out one of her front paws and touched the teddy. Her
cries grew softer. Ginger moved closer to the teddy bear and snuggled against it.
Soon, her cries stopped altogether.

“1 think she’s fallen asleep!” Tabatha whispered to the other rangers.

“The teddy bear worked!” Toco said.

“1 think you are very kind to share your bear, Tabatha.” Bronte fluttered her
wings.

Tabatha smiled. “l am glad it helped Ginger. She is so tiny and needed
something to comfort her.”

Blink glanced at the snoozing kitten. “We don’t want to wake up Ginger.” He

then glanced at Tabatha’s face, which looked pale. “It’s
a |

been a big day for you too, and you need to rest. | think we
should all go home now.”

“1 do feel quite tired, but thank you for visiting me,”
Tabatha said. Her eyes began to close.

“We will come back tomorrow,” Snapper said.

But Tabatha didn’t hear him. She had already fallen
asleep.

Get better soon, Tabatha!
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